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Course Syllabus 
PSCI 2306 Section 7 

Introduction to American Politics and Texas 
Government 

Fall Semester 2017 
Instructor: Dr.  Diego Esparza 

Office 134 Wooten Hall 
Office Hours: Wednesday 2:00-5:00 p.m. 

Class Meets on Tuesdays 
Business Leadership Building-080 6:30-9:20 p.m. 

Email: diego.esparza@unt.edu 
 

Course Description 
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the roles of the United States and Texas 
governments in the American political system. We will study the institutions, processes, and decisions 
of political actors that define American and Texas government. We focus particular attention on the 
United States and Texas constitutions, civil rights and liberties, federalism as well as the institutions 
that comprise the three branches of government. 
 
Course Goals 
 
1) Understand basic concepts of the U.S. and Texas governments, Constitutions, and civil 
rights/liberties. 
 
2) Understand how U.S. and Texas governmental institutions have changed over time. 
 
3) Understand the impact that political events have had on the development of the U.S. and Texas 
governments. 
 
4) To be able to critically evaluate the topics covered in the course. 
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Course Staff 
 
Teaching Assistants and Supplemental Instructors are critical to your success in the classroom.  
Among your Teaching Assistants duties are to answer any and all questions you may have.  If you 
have a question, and it is not in the syllabus, you should contact your teaching assistants and 
supplemental instructors first.  If you do not hear back within 72 hours, send a second message and 
include me so I can follow-up.  You can e-mail Dr. Esparza only after you have contacted the teaching 
assistants or supplemental instructors, and they cannot answer your questions.  
  
Teaching Assistant (TA) 
TAs are critical for your success in this class. Their job is to help you with grade issues, class policies 
and procedures, makeup exams and substantive material about the course. Each of you has been 
assigned a particular TA. 
 
If your last name ends with a letter between A-K, your TA will be Melissa McKay. You can contact 
Melissa through e-mail via  MelissaMcKay@my.unt.edu .  TA McKay's office is located in Wooten 
Hall room 131 and her office hours are TBD.  
 
If your last name ends with a letter between L-Z, your TA will be Jack Yao.  You can contact Jack 
through e-mail via jiongyao@my.unt.edu; TA Yao's office is located in Wooten 161 and his office 
hours are on Wednesday's from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
Supplemental Instructions (SI) 
Supplemental Instructors are students who have already taken the course and have received good 
grades.  They will be sitting in the class and learning again alongside you.  They provide supplemental 
instruction throughout the week to help you succeed in the course.  At the end of the quarter, I will 
award extra credit to individuals who attend nine or more supplemental instruction sections.  If you 
get an F in the first exam and do not drop the course, you should visit all supplemental instruction 
sections for the rest of the semester.  There are two supplemental instructors for this course: Caryn 
Grider and Nicholas Mercado 
 
SI Grider's email is: caryngrider@my.unt.edu 
 
SI Mercado's email is:  nicholasmercado@my.unt.edu 
  
All SI session information can always be found on our website:  http://learningcenter.unt.edu/si 
SI's will periodically make announcements on material and topics covered in the course. 
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Assessment 
 
There are four-course assessments that will be used to award the final grade.  Three online exams and 
Quizzes from the Soomo workbook.  The first exam will be on September 26 and is worth 20% of 
the final grade.  This first exam is done earlier in the semester so that you can have a good idea of how 
you are doing in the course to give you time to withdraw from the process if necessary.  The exam 
will cover all material from week one to three.  The second exam will count for 30% of your final 
course grade and will be cumulative, comprising of all material from week one to week ten.  The third 
and final exam will make up 40% of your class grade and will include material from week one through 
week 15.  
 
A.  Exam 1 (20 % of Final Grade) 
B.  Exam 2 (30% of Final Grade) 
C.  Exam 3 (40% of Final Grade) 
D. Soomo Workbook Quizzes (10%) 
 
Grading Scale 
 
A= 90-100  
B= 80-89.99 
C= 70-79.99 
D= 60-69.99 
F=  50-59.99 
W=  Withdrawal Before University Deadline 
 
OCTOBER 6th is the absolute DEADLINE for Fall 2017, so make your decision before then. 
 
Extra credit:  On occasion, I may award 3 percent extra credit for lecture attendance two to three 
times throughout the semester.  The attendance credit will be applied to the next exam only (if you 
get this credit, and on exam two you get a 78, then you will get an 81 on that exam).  If you attend 
nine or more supplemental instruction sessions throughout the semester, you will be awarded five extra 
points on the final grade (i.e., if you get a 64 as your final grade for the class after three exams and 
Soomo, you will get a 71 in the course). 
 
NOTE: I do not round course grades up, nor do I apply a curve to the grade.  I do not change grades 
unless I make a computational error. Begging for a higher grade will not work. I do not give grades 
via e-mail or telephone. I will not give anyone an opportunity for extra credit simply because you are 
not doing as well in the class, or are getting bad grades in other courses. 
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Course Policies 
 

Course Communication 
 
When emailing the course personnel, please include the course number (PSCI 2306 007) in the subject 
line of your message. A note on etiquette: please sign your messages with your first and last name, and 
include an appropriate salutation. (Hint: start with "Hi Mr. Yao" or "Ms. McKay" or "Dr. Esparza").  
Please articulate the content of your message clearly, so do not use the text message or instant message 
style of writing.  It is not appropriate in the business and professional world and it not appropriate 
here either.  Finally, before you email the TAs, SIs or the instructor, you should review the syllabus 
and the course's Blackboard page.  It is likely that you can find an answer to your question(s) by 
examining the course materials. You must e-mail from your UNT EagleConnect account to ensure 
that a spam filter does not catch your message. If I need to contact you by e-mail, I will send an e-
mail to your UNT EagleConnect account. Each student MUST check their UNT email account 
regularly or set-up email forwarding so that you will receive all course-related messages. It is your 
responsibility to ensure that you receive any and all messages I send to the class. 
 
Attendance  
 
Attendance is mandatory.  If you must miss a class, please get the notes from a fellow student.  Neither 
I, nor your Teaching Assistants, nor your supplemental instructors will repeat the content of the 
lecture material you have missed.  Missing too many lectures will invariably make it difficult for you 
to get a passing exam, as there might be lecture material not found in the book, but that will appear 
on the exam.  I strongly encourage you to make your best effort to attend class. 
  
Exam Format and Missing Exams  
 
All three exams will be online, and you will not be required to come to campus to take the exam on 
those days.  You can take the exam from home, from a coffee shop, from campus, from anywhere. 
It is up to you to find a place where you can get online with a reliable internet connection to take the 
exam.  The exam will be an open book and open note.  If you are worried, come to campus to take it 
in one of the various computer lounges.  You must make arrangements to have the internet and a 
computer for the exam at the time the exam takes place.  This is the trade-off that we make for not 
making you come to class on that day; you are responsible for making sure you have the resources 
you need to take the exam. 
 
You will find the exam under course content available at 7:00p.m. All exams are randomized regarding 
question order and answer order.  There is only 1 question per screen, and after you submit your 
answer you cannot return to change that answer, so be sure that you have the correct answer before 
moving on, as there is no going back.  If you get kicked off the internet you may have to start the 
exam over again, so be sure you have a reliable internet connection.  The exams vary in time depending 
on the amount of questions.  You have 40 minutes for the first exam, 50 minutes for the second, and 
60 minutes for the third. 
 
If you must miss the exam for a valid reason, please get in contact with your TA to coordinate the 
makeup date and location. The make-up exam will be made up of different questions from the one 
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given to the general population of students but will be the same number of questions with the same 
time limits.  If you have a disability, your exam specifications will be determined by the Office of 
Disabilities per your needs, and similar to those make-up exams will also be made up of different 
questions. 
 
Valid reasons for missing exam: validated religious observance, validated emergencies and authorized 
extracurricular travel for the University.  In regards to religious observation, I follow the university 
guidelines and bylaws concerning recognized religious holidays.  It is incumbent upon you to discuss 
with your TA regarding any religious observation you may require and to take the make-up exam.  
Emergency situations include personal or immediate family injury or sickness which requires medical 
documentation.  The death of a family member is a serious event, and we will make accommodations 
here as well.  Finally, if you play sports, music, or perform for the university, you may miss an exam 
traveling.  You must provide your TA with that information at the beginning of the semester, and we 
will coordinate make-up exams for you as well.    
 
 
Electronic Devices 
 
All cell-phones will be silenced or on vibrate in case you have an emergency situation.  If a cell phone 
goes off in class out loud or on vibrate, I will stop my lecture until it is addressed.  Please leave class 
to answer or make all phone calls.  I recommend that students that want to take notes on laptops in 
the course to sit in the back half of class.  If you prefer to take notes by hand, and do not like the 
distractions of screens in your face, try to sit closer.   
 
 
Accommodations (ODA/ADA) 
 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 
specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time. However, ODA notices of 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. The Political Science Department cooperates with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Please 
present your written accommodation request on or before the add/drop deadline. Note that students 
must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty 
member before implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323. 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class. Incidents of plagiarism and cheating will result 
in a failing grade for the class and further penalties per the University's judicial process.  The Political 
Science Department adheres to and enforces UNTs policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, 
forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage). Students should review the policy 
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(UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), which may be located at 
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/les/untpolicy/pdf/7-StudentAairs-AcademicIntegrity.pdf 
Violations of academic integrity in this course will address(will be addressed) in compliance with the 
penalties and procedures laid out in this policy. Students may appeal any decision under this policy by 
following the procedures set down in the UNT The UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16 Student 
Standards of Academic Integrity. 
 
The UNT Code of Student Conduct and Discipline defines cheating and plagiarism as the use of 
unauthorized books, notes, or otherwise securing help in a test; copying others' tests, assignments, 
reports, or term papers; representing the work of another as one's own; collaborating without authority 
with another student during an examination or in preparing academic work; or otherwise practicing 
scholastic dishonesty. Normally, the minimum penalty for cheating or plagiarism is a grade of \F" in 
the course. In the case of graduate departmental exams, the minimum penalty shall be a failure of all 
fields of the exam. Determination of cheating or plagiarism shall be made by the instructor in the 
course, or by the field faculty in the case of departmental exams. Cases of cheating or plagiarism on 
graduate departmental exams, theses, or dissertations shall automatically be referred to the 
departmental Graduate Studies Committee. Cases of cheating or plagiarism in ordinary coursework 
may, at the discretion of the instructor, be referred to the Undergraduate Studies Committee in the 
case of undergraduate students, or the Graduate Studies Committee in the case of graduate students. 
These committees, acting as agents of the department Chair, shall impose further penalties, or 
recommend further penalties to the Dean of Students if they determine that the case warrants it. In 
all cases, the Dean of Students shall be informed in writing of the case. Students may appeal any 
decision under this policy by following the procedures laid down in the UNT Code of Student 
Conduct and Discipline.  
 
 
Classroom Conduct 
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor's ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom, and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider 
whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations 
for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at 
www.unt.edu=csrr. Please refrain from using laptops (used for purposes other than note-taking), cell 
phones, iPhones, iPods, Blackberries and the like, talking during lectures (unless recognized by the 
instructor), reading newspapers, falling asleep, etc. If you need a cell phone for emergency purposes, 
leave it on vibrate. If you use a laptop/iPad, please be sure the audio is off. I reserve the right to 
revoke the privilege of using devices if it interferes with the classroom environment or if it disrupts 
other students. Any student creating substantial disruption will be asked to leave. For repeat offenders, 
potential sanctions include dropping you from the class or giving you an "F" for the course. If you 
bring food or drink to class with you, be sure to dispose of it properly and do not make a mess for 
your classmates! 
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Submission of Materials 
 
All assignments, exercises, assessments, quizzes, and test scores are tracked in Blackboard Gradebook. 
This saves resources, as well as being more efficient and effective. Most grades for online quizzes and 
assignments are returned immediately through the online system.  You will have the opportunity to 
verify answers with me. Material “disappears" on Blackboard after the due date and cannot be turned 
in for credit. You may always turn in assignments early. IF YOU DO NOT  RECEIVE A GRADE 
ON-LINE FOR ANY PART OF THIS CLASS, SEE ME WITHIN ONE WEEK OF THE DUE 
DATE. I reserve the right to refuse credit if you do not do so.  Do not wait until the end of the term!  
 
If you are having trouble with accessing Blackboard, you must contact the Blackboard Help Desk 
because they are the best personnel to assist you in the submission of online materials.  They are on-
call during scheduled hours. Email: helpdesk@unt.edu Phone: (940) 565-2324 (Sage Hall Room 233). 
Inform them of the issue, and they will keep me posted. When in doubt, university computer labs and 
assistants there can assist you with problems you have with submitting materials. 
 
For Help with the Soomo webtext, please email:  support@soomolearning.com  You can also get in 
touch with Soomo through their messaging feature which can be found on the bottom right of any 
page in the workbook (see image below).   
 

 
 
 
Class Cancellation 
The University may cancel classes for emergency reasons (I will inform you via Blackboard). If the 
university cancels classes, we will review the material on the next scheduled time we meet.   
 
Changes to the Course 
I Reserve the right to change anything on this Syllabus throughout the semester as necessary.   I reserve 
the authority to change requirements by providing you with a 48-hour notice of changes in class and 
on Blackboard. You are responsible for any changes that occur during the semester.  
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Required Class Material  
 
There are three required sources of material for this course available at the Barnes and Noble 
bookstore on campus for PSCI 2306 Section 007.  The Ginsberg et al. and the Champagne et al. titles 
are bundled and packaged together. The cover says "We the People, " but it contains both books 
together in plastic wrap. Next, to the books there is a little card as well that has a barcode on it, take 
it to the register with you, this is for the purchase of an ONLINE workbook from SOOMO.  When 
you buy the workbook, you will get an online access code that you will need when accessing the 
workbook through Blackboard.  We will be using the following three-course materials.  
 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. 
 
Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. 
 
To find the Soomo webtext in Blackboard, click on PSCI 2306 course, then look at the left-hand 
column as shown in the picture below.  All three materials are required for the course.  If you are 
having issues with the Soomo webtext for the course, please contact: support@soomolearning.com 
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Reading Schedule and Lecture Topics 
 
 

Week 1 
August 29 

Topic: Course Introduction, Syllabus, and Introducing American Politics 
Please do the Following Readings by Lecture: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 1: The American Political Culture, pages 2-37.    Available as PDF on Blackboard 
under content. 
 
Federalist Papers No. 10 and 51.  Available as PDF on Blackboard under course content. 
 
Anti-Federalist No. 1 and 2.  Available as PDF on Blackboard under course content. 
 

Week 2 
September 5 

Topic: Comparing U.S. and Texas Constitutions 
Please do the Following Readings by Lecture: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 2: U.S. Constitution, pages 38-74. 
 
 Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 2: The Texas Constitution, pages 43-85 
 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 1 and Quiz 
 

Week 3 
September 12 

Topic: Federalism 
Please do the Following Readings by Lecture: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 3: Federalism, pages 74-111. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 2 Federalism and Quiz 
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Week 4 
September 19  

Topic: Civil Liberties 
Please do the Following Readings by Lecture: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 4: Civil Liberties, 112-151. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 3: Civil Liberties and Quiz 
 
 

WEEK 5: EXAM ONE 
September 26 

No Readings: Exam 1 
 
First Exam: On Blackboard, under content click on Exam 1 when you are ready to begin.  One 
question per screen, no back clicking, so final answers are locked in.  40 Multiple Choice and True 
False Questions.  No Need to Come to Class.  Exam opens at 7:00 and closes at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 

Week 6 
October 3 

Topic:  Civil Rights 
Please do the Following Readings by Lecture and Do the Workbook Quizzes: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 5: Civil Rights, 152-197. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 4 Civil Rights and Quiz 
 

Week 7 
October 10 

Topic: The Legislative Branch 
Readings: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 12: Congress,456-503. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 5 Congress and Quiz 
 



	 11	

 

Week 8 
October 17 

Topic:  The Executive Branch 
Readings: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 13: Presidency, page 504-544. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 6 Presidency and Quiz 
 
 

Week 9 
October 24 

Topic: The Bureaucracy and Democracy 
Guest Lecturer TBD 

Readings: 
 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 14: Bureaucracy, pages 544-583. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 7 Bureaucracy and Quiz 
 
 

WEEK 10: EXAM TWO 
October 31 

No Readings: Exam Two 
 
Second Exam: On Blackboard, under content click on Exam Two when you are ready to begin.  
One question per screen, no back clicking, so final answers are locked in.  No class lecture will be 
held.    50 Multiple Choice and True False Questions. Exam opens at 7:00 pm and closes at 7:50 pm.   
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Week 11 
November 7 

Topic: The Judicial Branch 
Readings: 

 
Ginsberg, Benjamin, et al.  2017. We the People.  Eleventh edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 15: Federal Courts, pages 584-625. 
 
Mathew Eshbaugh-Soha. 2017.  2306 Workbook: U.S. and Texas Government.  Soomo Online 
Workbook. Chapter 8 Federal Courts and Quiz 
 

Week 12 
November 14 

Topic: Texas Political Culture and Texas in the Federal System 
Readings: 

 
 Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 1: Texas Political Culture, page 3-42  
 
 Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York.  Chapter 3: Texas in the Federal System, page 85-109 
 
 

Week 13 
November 21 

Topic: Texas Legislature and Texas Executive 
Readings: 

 
 
 Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 7: Texas Legislature, pages 209-246.  
 
 Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 8: Texas Executive, pages 247-288. 
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Week 14 
November 28 

Topic: Texas Judiciary and Local Government 
Readings: 

 
Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 9: Texas Judiciary, pages 289-322. 
 
 Champagne, Anthony, et al. 2017. Governing Texas. Third edition. W.W. Norton Company, New 
York. Chapter 10: Texas Local Government, pages 323-359. 
 
 
 

WEEK 15: EXAM THREE 
December 5 

No Readings: Exam Three 
 
Exam Three: On Blackboard, under content click on Exam Three when you are ready to begin.  
One question per screen, no back clicking, so final answers are locked in.  No class lecture will be 
held.    Exam opens at 7:00 pm and closes at 8:00 pm.  60 Multiple Choice and True False 
Questions. 
 
 
 

END OF SYLLABUS 


